2008 Walk Our Children to School Week
 

October 6-10, 2008
Sample Letter to Area Business Requesting Sponsorship
 
Dear ___________:
 
I am writing to see if __________ (business name) would like to be involved in a very exciting event happening throughout Madison and Dane County, International Walk Our Children to School Week, October 6-10, 2008.
 
Walk Our Children to School Week was established in 1997 by the Partnership for a Walkable America, a national alliance of public and private organizations committed to making walking safer, easier, and more enjoyable. This year, the Madison Area SAFE KIDS Coalition and Safe Communities are working together to help our schools and neighborhoods organize their activities for the Walk. This event will encourage kids, parents, grandparents, and community leaders to walk to school, promoting safer streets, physical fitness, and good pedestrian habits. 
 
Walk Our Children to School Week was established to:
· teach children safe walking behaviors, such as how to cross streets and how to select safe routes to school; 
· help families, neighborhoods, community groups, schools, and businesses identify specific steps to create more walkable communities such as advocating for more crosswalks, sidewalks, crossing guards, and better driver behavior; 
· give children and adults an opportunity to spend healthy, active time together.
 
We at __________ Elementary are enthusiastic about the Walk, and are making plans at this time to make ours a successful event. Some of the activities we have planned are ______________ .  
 
As an important part of our community, we invite you to participate by: a) serving as a volunteer walker or crossing guard at _________ (location); b) allowing us to use your parking lot as a place to unload buses as a starting point for our Walk; c) donating juice and snacks for children, parents, and volunteers to have together upon arriving to school after the Walk; d) providing supplies for signs or art projects about pedestrian safety and the Walk. 
 
On behalf of _______ school staff, participating families and agencies, thank you for considering becoming involved in this event. I hope that you will join us for this exciting event.
 

Sincerely,
 

School Principal
