2008 Walk Our Children to School Week
 

October 6-10, 2008
Sample letter to parents - please adapt to suit your Walk!
 

Dear Parents:
 
October 6-10, 2008, is Walk Our Children to School Week. I am pleased to inform you that our school is planning an event on ______ (specific day of the week) in conjunction with Walk week, and am writing to invite your family to join us. 
 
The Walk is sponsored locally by the Madison Area SAFE KIDS Coalition and Safe Communities.
 
How will it work?
We ask that parents or guardians walk their elementary school children to school on the morning of ______. If you do not live within walking distance from your child’s school, there are other ways to participate. For instance, if you usually drive your child to school, you could park a few blocks from school and walk the rest of the way. If your child is bused to school, we will be organizing safe walking activities both before and during school hours. Of course we encourage you to join us if your schedule allows.
 
We will be working with Walk organizers to post neighborhood volunteers, police, fire fighters, elected officials, and safety educators along walking routes. They will educate you and your children about pedestrian safety and ensure that all walkers are safe.
 
What will children learn?

· Safe walking behaviors, such as how to cross streets and select safe routes to school;
· How to identify hazards to pedestrians along walking routes;
· Walking, like all exercise, is fun!
 
How will it help improve your child’s safety?
The Walk will be an opportunity for all of us to be on the lookout for safety hazards in school zones and along the walking routes children take to school. If we find problems, we can work together for safety improvements such as more crosswalks, sidewalks, crossing guards, and better driver behavior.  
 
Please contact _____________ if you would like more information about our school’s plans for Walk Our Children to School Week.
 
Sincerely,
 
Elementary School Principal
