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Wisconsin’s Child Passenger
Safety Belt & Booster Seat Law

A TWEEN SAFETY RESTRAINT INITIATIVE

Created by Safe Communities and funded by a grant from
the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration

Implementation of the new booster seat law

(Wisconsin Act 106)

The Child Booster Seat Law went into effect on June 1, 2006.

To provide education about the new law, written warnings will be issued
instead of citations for the first violations during a grace period

from June 1 until December 31, 2006.

Warnings issued during the grace period must be sent to the WisDOT.
Second and subsequent violations of the law before January 1, 2007,
(during the grace period) are grounds for a citation.

On January 1, 2007, law enforcement officers will begin issuing citations
for violations.

How to comply with the law: (Diagram on reverse side.)
Generally, children must be properly restrained in a child safety seat until they
reach age 4 (previous requirement), and in a booster seat until age 8 (new re-
quirement). The new law includes the following four-step progression for effec-
tive child safety protection in vehicles:

I Rear-facing child safety seat in the back seat* is required when the
child:
is less than 1-year-old or
weighs less than 20 pounds.

I Forward-facing child safety seat in the booster seat* is required
where the child:
is at least 1-year-old but less than 4-years-old
weighs at least 20 pounds but less than 40 pounds.

IBooster seat is required when the child:

is at least 4-years-old but less than 8-
years-old

weighs at least 40 pounds but less than
80 pounds

is not 57-inches (4-feet, 9-inches) or taller.

ISafety belt is required when the child:

is 8-years-old or older or
weighs 80 or more pounds or
is 57-inches or taller.

Exceptions:

Children whose body-size, physical condition or
medical condition makes safety restraints unrea-
sonable are still exempt from the booster seat and
safety belt laws.

There no longer is a “personal Needs” exemption
allowing the child to be romoved from a safety
restraint to attend to the child’s personal needs,
such as feeding or diapering, while the vehicle is
moving.

Changes to mandatory safety belt law:

Under the new law, drivers may be cited for allow
ing passengers of any age to be unbelted in their
vehicle (The new law removes a previous provi-
sion in the mandatory safety belt law that did not
make the driver responsible for unbelted passen-
gers age 16 or older.)

For more information or answers to questions,
contact: The Wisconsin Information Network for
Safety at its toll-free number, 1-866-511-9467, or
website: www.BoosterSeat.gov

Source: Wisconsin Bureau of Transportation Safety

Safe Communities



A TWEEN SAFETY RESTRAINT INITIATIVE
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What You Need to Know

Use a booster seat with the vehicle lap and shoulder safety belts until your
child passes the Safety Belt Fit Test. Take the next step to the safety belt when
you answer “yes” to these questions:

Does your child exceed the booster seat's height and weight limits?

Does your child pass the in all vehicles used?

Have your child sit all the way back on the vehicle seat. Do his or her knees

bend at the front edge of the seat? If they bend naturally, go to #2. If they don't,
return to the booster seat.

Buckle the lap and shoulder belt. Be sure the lap belt rests on the upper

legs or hips. If it does, go to #3. If it rests on the stomach, return to the booster
seat.

Be sure the shoulder belt rests on the shoulder or collarbone. If it does, go

to #4. If it's on the face or neck, return to the booster seat. Never put the shoul-
der belt under the child’s arm or behind the child’s back.

Check whether your child maintains the correct seating position for as long

as you are in the car. If your child slouches or shifts positions so the safety belt
touches the face, neck or stomach, return your child to the booster seat.

40 to 80 or 100 pounds

Use a booster seat correctly in a back seat every
time your child rides in a car. Older kids get weighed
and measured less often than babies, so check your
child’s growth a few times a year. Use a booster seat
until your child weighs between 80 and 100 pounds,
is about 4°9" tall and can pass the Safety Belt Fit
Test. For most children, that will be between ages 8
and 12.

Inform all drivers who transport your child that
booster seat use is a must when your child is in their
vehicle.A booster seat uses no harness. It uses the
vehicle’s lap and shoulder belts only. Be sure the

safety belt is properly buckled.

Use the vehicle’s lap and shoulder belts on every
booster seat. Never place the shoulder belt under
the child’s arm or behind the child’s back.

Be sure all occupants wear safety belts correctly
every time. Children learn from adult role models.

For Parents

Many parents are surprised to learn that safety belts
generally do NOT fit children until they are between
8 and 12 years of age. Booster seats, used after
children outgrow car seats with harnesses, are
needed until that time.

Question: How can you know if your child (or the
child you transport) is big enough to use the safety
belt?

Answer: Use the Safety Belt Fit Test on every child
under 13 you transport. Remember too, that all chil-
dren under age 13 should ride properly restrained in
a back seat.

Remember - Car seats and booster seats are de-
signed to protect children and make them comfort-
able at the same time. There's nothing comfortable
about a too-big safety belt cutting into a child's stom-
ach or pressing against his face. Plus, kids who ride
on booster seats can easily see many things they
would otherwise miss.

Source: SAFEKIDS USA www.safekids.org

safercommunity.net
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5 Ways to Get Your Tween Safely
Buckled Up in a Back Seat

Most parent agree it’s the right thing to do. Every child should
wear his or her seat belt, and, if they are under 13 the child
should sit in a back seat. The challenge is making it happen.
But guess what you may have more influence than you think.
When 8- to 13-year-olds were asked in a recent survey what
might get them to wear a seat belt, most cited their own parents.
What’s more, tweens mimic their parents when it comes to belts.
If parents buckle up, so do their children. How can you get your
child buckled safely in the back? Check out these five ideas.

n Let them pick the radio stations.

Eight to 12-year-olds, like tweens everywhere, are eager to make their own
choices, and picking a radio station is often high on their list. Make a deal with
your child. If the child sits buckled in the back, he or she can pick the radio sta-
tions. Otherwise, it's my old-fogey music or the radio news.

E Give them something to do.

Aback seat can be a great place for playing
electronic games. Store games in a back seat
and make games in the front seat off limits.

Let them own the space.

Tweens are eager to claim their own space. Let
them set up places to keep thigs in a back seat
so that'ss the first place they want to go.

ﬂ Buckle up.

Tweens do what you do -- if you buckle up, they
are more likely to do the same.

B el them it's the law.

Seat belts are mandatory by law. Let tweens
know safety belt use isn’t an option; it's the

Source: Automotive Coalition for Traffic Safety, Inc.
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